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Sherwood Forest is in Nottingham, on 100,000 acres. The 1200s were popularly thought to be the time of Robin Hood. Who was Robin Hood? No one knows for sure whether the legend was based on a real historical character. His name became a nickname for an outlaw. The story of Robin Hood, the most popular English folk of all the times. Everybody knows his friends (Little John, Brother Tuck, Will Scarlet) The legendary hero and his fellows stole from the rich and gave to the poor.
 Unfortunately, there is no evidence that Robin Hood really existed. Ballads and        chronicles, all talk about the famous hero.  
Today, the legend of Robin Hood has turned Nottinghamshire into a large tourist  attraction. In the centre of Nottingham can be found Nottingham Castle. Sherwood  Forest has an excellent visitors’ centre with an attractive display and shop, in which, according to tradition, Robin Hood and Lady Marion were married. It is one of the  visitors favourite sites.  

Megaliths, Stonehenge is certainly the best known prehistoric monument. It stands on the Salisbury Plain. How did stones get there? An early mention of Stonehenge was made by Geoffrey Monmouth, who claimed that it was brought by a tribe of giants from Africa to Ireland. Another legend claims that the stones were stolen from an Irish woman by the Devil. In fact, it is one of the most visited monuments in England and it is a part of the World’s Heritage. The most interesting fact that these megaliths have had a Pre-Stonehenge form, which was made of wood. People used them as a religious place in autumn time. Was it a religious place or a place where people were watching stars and planets? Nobody knows the answer, although it has an inner circle which is consisted of arches made by laying one stone across the tops of two others. It shows the position of the rising sun on Midsummer’s Day. 
A few years ago there was a Tropical Stonehenge which has been found and made by sophisticated indigenous people in the Brazilian Amazon. 

The Palace of Westminster is also known as the Houses of Parliament, where the two Houses of Parliament of the United Kingdom (the House of Lords and the House of Commons) conduct their sittings. It is the place where laws governing British life are debated and passed. From the middle of 11th century until 1512, the Palace of Westminster was the royal home to the Kings and Queens of England, hence the name. The building contains the bell-Big Ben that struck each quarter of an hour. Big Ben is the bell in the clock tower of the British Parliament.  A light in the clock tower tells when the House of Commons is in session. The clock tower is situated on the bank of the River Thames. The whole tower is known as St. Stephen’s Tower, with its 13 ton bell.

The first St. Paul’s Cathedral was built in 604 AD but burnt down in 675 and the rebuilt cathedral was again burnt down in the Great Fire of London in 1666. The present cathedral was built by Christopher Wren. Its first dome is the second biggest dome in the world.

Buckingham Palace is a popular landmark. It is the home of the British Royal family since 1837. The palace with 600 rooms is surrounded by a 40 acre garden. Today it is also an office and used for the monarch’s administrative work. Originally, it was a grand house built by the Duke of Buckingham for his wife. George IV began transforming it into a palace in 1826. The Queen’s other homes are Windsor Castle and Balmoral in Scotland. A familiar sight at Buckingham Palace is the changing of the Guard ceremony that takes place in the forecourt each morning. It has been guarded by the Household Troops since 1660.
Windsor Castle  is not far from London. It is an official residence of the Queen and the largest castle in the world. It gave the Royal family’s surname. 

Stratford-upon-Avon was Shakespeare’s birthplace. He is one of the most famous poets and writers. The ’Swan of Avon’ wrote several plays, sonnets and most of his works were performed in the famous Globe Theatre in London. It was built in 1599 on the bank of the river Thames and it was a round building with a stage in the centre open to the sky. Shakespeare died and is buried in the Holy Trinity Church in Stratford, but his bust can be found in the Poets’ Corner of Westminster Abbey.                 
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